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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable WIL-
LIAM M. COWAN, a Senator from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, take from us any-
thing that doesn’t honor You. Remove
covetousness, pride, anger, or anything
that is unlike You. Replace our nega-
tives with positives, making us lowly,
peaceable, patient, and kind.

Lord, fill our lawmakers with faith, a
firm hope, and a charity, that they
love nothing that displeases You. Raise
them up to be seated with You in heav-
enly realms, as they strive to be in-
struments of Your purposes.

Thank You for being rich in mercy
and for Your grace that never gives up
on us.

We pray in Your
Amen.

merciful Name.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, April 10, 2013.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN, a

Senate

Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. COWAN thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks the Senate will resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
to the gun safety legislation. The first
hour will be equally divided with the
Republicans. They will control the first
half, and we will control the final half.
Last evening I filed cloture on a mo-
tion to proceed to that legislation.
Hopefully, today we can reach an
agreement to begin debate on this
bill—even today.

We also hope to formalize an agree-
ment for the confirmation of Sarah
Jewell to be Interior Secretary.

——————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 680 AND S. 691

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am told—
and I believe this is right—there are
two bills at the desk due for a second
reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct.

The clerk will read the bills by title
for a second time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 680) to rescind amounts appro-
priated for fiscal year 2013 for the Depart-
ment of Defense for the Medium Extended
Air Defense System, and for other purposes.

A Dbill (S. 691) to regulate large capacity
ammunition feeding devices.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to
any further proceedings with respect to
these two bills.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
bills will be placed on the calendar.

——
IMPACTS OF SEQUESTER

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for many
months now my Republican friends
have promised the impacts of the se-
quester’s arbitrary cuts would be mini-
mal—don’t worry about them. When
they voiced any concern at all about
the sequester cuts, it was over the po-
tential impact on the U.S. military.
The impact on middle-class families
and the national economy wouldn’t be
that drastic, they promised in Feb-
ruary and in March.

Well, now it is April and contrary to
Republican promises, Americans in
communities from Massachusetts to
Nevada, from coast to coast, in red
States and in blue States, are begin-
ning to feel the pinch of those across-
the-board cuts.

In the District of Columbia, tourists
traveling from home to here for the
National Cherry Blossom Festival ex-
perienced long lines to go through air-
port security because of these fur-
loughs. Coming home from Nevada on
Sunday there were mobs of people.
When anyone sits down to talk to any
of them, they will speak about how
miserable it is getting through secu-
rity checks at airports all over the
country.

In Murray, UT, a food pantry that
feeds more than 1,000 people every
month has closed because of these cuts.
In Durham, NC, scores of employees at
a medical research facility will get
pink slips. In central Maine fewer sen-
ior citizens will be able to participate
with Meals on Wheels. In Bethlehem,
PA, more than 100 children are going to
be kicked off Head Start.

Now, maybe my Republican friends
don’t feel this, but I guarantee my col-
leagues the parents of these little chil-
dren in Bethlehem, PA, feel it. People
waiting in these airport lines feel it.
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